SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014 – 12:00 NOON

                                              MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING
President Don Boihem called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon on Tuesday, June 10, 2014, at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Helen Muller  gave the invocation and Commissioner Bill Joubert followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present:  Don Boihem, Ernest Drake, III, Bill Joubert, and Lucas Watkins 
Absent:  Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Port Director; Helen Muller, Secretary; Bill Poland, William Evans, Matt Bullinger, Randy Martinez, Caleb Holloway and Bryan T. McMahan, The Ponchatoula Times 
All visitors were introduced and welcomed. 
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the meeting agenda.

It was moved Commission Joubert and seconded by Commissioner  Drake that the Commission amend the Agenda  to move forward with Item 6. Under Old Business- Power Point Presentation Update  and the New Website Design under New Business. Motion passed:  Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Joubert that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Regular Meeting held  May 13, 2014. Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Commissioner/Treasurer Watkins presented the financials for the month ending May 31, 2014.
He reported that the May 2014 total revenues were $ 41,112.76 and the total expenses were $42,406.76 leaving a Negative Net Income of $1,294.00.   Hearing no additions or deletions, a motion for approval of the May financials, as presented, was made by Commissioner Joubert and seconded by Commissioner Drake. Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

OLD BUSINESS:  
6. Power Point Presentation Update

The port director reported that the Power Point Presentation is near completion.  A draft of the crude oil marketing PowerPoint presentation was presented for the Commissioner’s review, by Commissioner Joubert.  The marketing presentation is a tool designed to market the opportunities of what Port Manchac has to offer.  Upon completion, a bound copy of the presentation will be presented at the Tuscaloosa Marine Shale Summit in Houston by the port director.  Thanks  was extend to Commissioner Joubert, Port Consultant Bill Poland, Pres. Don Boihem and William Evans with URS Engineering for their input of data and making the draft PowerPoint available for viewing.
New Business:
2.  New Website Design

The port director announced that after reviewing website proposals he introduced Caleb Holloway with “Gooserocket Creative”  who was selected to design the Port’s Website.  Mr. Holloway  presented an initial draft preview of the website for the Commissioners review and comments.  Upon viewing and discussing the contents of the design phase, the Commissioners were pleased and thought it was a very impressive website illustrating the various link pages compiling the Port Manchac operations, CN Railroad, Associated Terminals, The Ports Associations of LA, maps, press release updates, etc.  In conclusion of the presentation the Commission commended Mr. Holloway for his efforts and interest shown in developing and implementing the Port’s Website.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake, and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission accept and approve the services that Caleb Holloway with Gooserocket Creative provided in the draft version and  approve continuation of his services to make the modifications/changes as discussed prior to the finalizing  the website.  Motion passed. Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

3.  Invoice Payment Approval 

Treasurer Watkins presented for the Commissioner’s review and payment approval the following May invoices:

a)  Jackson _ Vaughan Agency, Inc.  Inv. # 104300 Amt. $24,023.65

b)  Bill Poland (Consultant) Services Rendered 10 Hours- $500
c)  G. T. Michelli Co, Inc. (Truck Scale Service) Inv. # 143500 Amt. $775.79
d)  Southeastern Over head Door,k Inc.  Inv. 87726 Amt. $2,150.00

e) URS- Invoice. # 5898326 Amt. $4,619.26 Job: 10001818 -Bulkhead

f) Pinell & Martinex, LLP- Audit ofr year ended December 341, 2013- Inv. 10354-Amt. $4,000

It was moved by Commissioner Joubert, seconded by Commission Drake that the Commission approves payment on the invoices as presented by Treasurer Watkins.  Motion passed. Call vote: 
Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams 

1. DOTD – Port Priority State Project:  SPN 578-53-0012 (321)
      Bulkhead, Lay-down Area, and Dredging Project
William Evans, P.E., with URS Engineering Firm, gave a brief summary on the final version of Bulkhead project that included the four (4) additional mooring dolphins and additional barge dock 

platform.  It was reported that the project is 90%  ready to go for advertising the project by the end of July.  The re-location of  theStone Oil pipeline is in progress and should be completed soon.  The port director reported that an on-site meeting was held at the port with Gordon Burgess, Parish President, to discuss and share the current bulkhead project construction and plans. The Tangipahoa Parish Public Work Department has offered its support to assist with the terminal grading’s and construction project as needed.
2. Prospective Tenant (s) Project Research Update
Patrick Dufresne, port director gave a brief summary on the status of two inquiries received. One is a local client/tenant  looking to expand their operations. The other inquiry is a previous prospect who met with Matt Bullinger, CN representative and the port director pertaining to transloading Polymer Pellets which is a basic chemical component of the plastic industry.  Mr. Bullinger gave a brief summary on the history of the pellets in regards to its usage, shipping demands, and the transloading of this type of cargo by truck, rail and barge.  He also mentioned that there were companies up North that are in need of shipping opportunities for its cargo.  In conclusion the port director reported that the interest of these potential prospective tenants may have a bearing when applying for funding in the future LA DOTD Port Construction and Development Priority Project application.  A transloading container project in the future with cargo handling equipment and container storage area could be facilitated for the project.    Negotiations with potential prospects will continue and another update will be given at the next Commission meeting. 
4.  Railroad Tamping Project Update
Port director Patrick Dufresne announced that the Rail Rehabilitation Project # 36-P33-12-01) is now completed and Stone Oil is in the process of removing some of its equipment so work can begin regarding the delivery of fill material at the port site.
5. Audit FY 2013 Review

Randy Martinez, CPA, Pinell & Martinez, LLP presented copies to the Commissioners of the Independent Auditors’ Report along with a required letter that addressed certain information relate to the audit findings expressing opinions based on their audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the USA and standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards.  He reported that it was a good/clean audit and no instances were found of noncompliance or other related matters tht are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.  He expressed his thanks and appreciation to the Commissioner’s and its office stff for their assistance which enabled them to complete the audit in a timely manner.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission accept and approve the Audit for year ending December 31, 2013 for submittal to the Legislative Auditor. .  Motion passed. Call vote: Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams 

New Business:

1. Journal of Record FY 2014-2015
     a) Resolution

A resolution was introduced by President Boihem in regards to advertising its Request for Proposals for an official journal of record.
It was moved by Commissioner Drake and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission authorize its Executive Director to advertise seeking Request For Proposal for its official journal of Record for year 2014-2015.  Motion passed. Call vote: Yeas 4: Boihem, Drake, Joubert and Watkins Nays: None   Absent: 3 Commissioners Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams 



The port director announced that letters of thanks, on behalf of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, were sent to Rep. Steve Pugh and Sen. “Bodi” White for their support and assistance in acquiring the Capital Outlay funding for Port Manchac for FY 2014-15.  Thanks, were also expressed to Pres. Boihem for his time recently to attend a meeting with President Burgess to review the presentation and to discuss pending project at the terminal.  The port director  will be presenting a revised version of the presentation at the upcoming Tuscaloosa Marine Shale Summit later this month in Houston, Tx.  The T.E.D.F Annual Luncheon  will be held on July 22, 2014 at the  Florida Parishes Arena in Amite, LA.  Commissioners were instructed to contact the Port office if interested in attending the function.
President Boihem expressed his thanks and appreciation acknowledging those involved in the recent port activities and for their attendance at the meeting.
It was moved by Commissioner Watkins and seconded by Commissioner Drake that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. 4 Yeas: Boihem, Drake, Ferrara and Watkins Nays: 0   Absent:  3 Commissioners Bill Joubert, Mark Griggs and Michael Williams

The meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m.






_______________________






                Daryl Ferrara, Secretary
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